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Raised in Southern California, Joe is a graduate of Arizona State 
University, with a BS Degree in Economics.  He is a Chartered 
Life Underwriter, a professional designation conferred by the 
American College, Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania.  Following 
graduation from Arizona State University, Joe was employed by 
Mobil Oil Corporation for eleven years.  During his employment 
with Mobil he held a number of management positions in various 
locations in the United States, including Los Angeles, Seattle, New 
York City and Sacramento. 

In a career change, Joe and his family relocated to South Orange 
County in 1976.  In that year he opened what became a successful 
State Farm Insurance Agency in San Clemente.  After operating 
his agency for 10 years, Joe accepted a management position with 

the company. During the last 10 years of his career, Joe held an executive level assignment with 
responsibility for agency operations in South Orange County.  He retired in 2005 after 29 years 
with the firm. 
 
Joe’s community activities include:  past board member and President of the San Clemente 
Chamber of Commerce, the South Coast Area Boys & Girls Club and Mary Erichson 
Community Housing.  He served on the San Clemente Growth Management, Economic 
Development and General Plan Review Committees. He chaired the Casa Romantica Feasibility 
Study and co-chaired the Downtown Visioning Committee. 
 
In 1993 Joe was named San Clemente Citizen of the Year.  In 2010 he received the Chamber of 
Commerce Lifetime Achievement Award. 
 
Joe and his wife of 45 years, Mary Anna, are the parents of 3 married sons.  John, Lt. Colonel 
USMC, Charles, Estimating Manager for a large electrical contractor and Robert, an 
Entrepreneur.  The Anderson’s have 5 grandchildren. 
 
First elected to the San Clemente City Council in 1990, Joe served two terms, stepping down in 
1998.  In 2002, at the urging of members of the community, Joe ran and was elected to a third 
term.  He was re-elected in November, 2006 for a fourth term.  He served as Mayor in 1992, 
2005, and 2008. 
 
Joe serves as San Clemente Trustee to the Orange County Vector Control Agency, and 
represents San Clemente on the Board of the California Joint Powers Authority, the Ocean 



 

  

Desalination, and Sustainability Committees.  He also serves on the City’s Investment Advisory 
Committee, and as alternate to the Transportation Corridor Agencies.  During 2005 and 2006 he 
chaired the Communications and Outreach Committee or Orange County Division, League of 
California Cities for the renewal of Measure M.  In November, 2006, Measure M passed with a 
69.6% yes vote. 
 
 

 


